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Memorondum of Conversafion

pareOctober 15, 1969

SUBJECT: Isrseli Nuclear Programs

PARTICIPANTS: Lt. Ceneral Yitzhak Rabin; Ambassador of Israel
Shlomo Argov, Minister, Embassy of Israel
Moshe Raviv, Couaselor, Exbassy of Isrsel

The Undexr Secretary
Alfred L. Atherton, Jr., Country Director, Israel and
Arab-Israel Affairs

Ambassador Rabin said he had been instructed to reply as follows to
the thres questioas put to him by the Under Secretary on July 29,

1969:

1. The Government of lsrael is in no position to mske further
clarifications about the NPT until s new governmeat will be formed
after the elections. The new government will continue to study this
problem, bearing in mind its importance as expressed by the President
during his talk with the Prime Minister.

2, 1t is the view of the Government of Israel that introduction
means the transformation from a non-nuclear wegapon couatry into 2
nuclear weapon country. )

3. As a result of the French exbargo and other factors there
will be no operstioanal deployment of missiles in Israel for at least
three years from now.

Aobagsador Rabin elaborated on the foregoing only to the exteant of

noting that tha response 1in paragraph 2 conformed to the language
used in thc auclear aon-proliferation treaty.

The Under Secretary thanked Ambassador Rabin and said that the Govern-
mont of Israel's reply was both responsive and succinct. He would
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Memorondum of Conversation

parveOctober 15, 1969

BUBJZCT: Israeli Nuclear Programs

PARTICIPANTS: Lt. General Yitzhak Rabin; Ambassador of Israel
Shlomo Argov, Minister, Embassy of 1lsrael
Moshe Raviv, Counselor, Embassy of Isresel

The Under Secretary
Alfred L. Atherton, Jr., Country Director, Israel and
Arab-Israel Affairs

Anbassador Rabin said he had been instructed to reply ss follows te
the three questions put to him by the Under Secretary on July 29,

1969:

1. The Government of Israel is in no position to mske further
clarifications about the NPT until & new government will be formed
after the elections. The new government will continue to study this
problem, bearing in mind its importance as expressed by the President
during his talk with the Prime Minister.

2, It is the view of the Government of Israel that introduction
mesne the transformation from a non-nuclear weapon couatry into &
nuclear weapon country.

3. As a result of the French enbargo and other factors there
will be no operstional deployment of missiles in Israel for at least
three years from now.

Ambagsador Rabin elaborated on the foregoing only to the extent of
noting that the response {n paragraph 2 conformed to the language
used in the nuclear non-proliferation treaty.

The Under Secretary thanked Ambassador Rabin and said that the Govern-
mont of Israel's reply was both responsive and succinct. He would
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASMINGTON

Desar Mel:

1 have your letter of March 17 and Dave Packard's
of March 14 regarding the Israeli nuclear weapons
problem.

We are ioclined to doubt that the acquisition of
the second CDC 6400 would gignificently effect the time
span for completion of the design phase for a nuclear
weapon, or msterially influence the capability of the
Israelis to scquire such & weapon. However, there is
enough of a difference of view about the facts of this
oatter to indicate that it should be studied further
befors waking a final decision.

I suggest, therefore, that there be an urgent inter-
agency review where all information on the facts which

are available to the agancies concerned can be considered

in order to facilitate an svaluation of the significance
of any added computers for Israel at this phase of its
nuclear program. Such a review might be carried out on
an urgent basis within the ACEP structure,

I agres with Dave's ides that the present procedures

e AN

(2 1lh

for clearance of sensitive export items relsted to muclear
weapons and strategic delivery systems should be reexamined.

We are currently preparing a proposal for a coaplete
redraft of NSAM 294, the drawing up of more comprshensive
guidelines covering critical countries and items, and the
establishment of a mechanisa to ses that the policy is
effectively implemsnted. Alex Johnson's office has been

The Homorable Sea det #

Melvin Laird, s APR 1969

Secretary of Defense.
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not attempt to comment in detail at this time. By way of pre-
liminary obscrvations, the Under Sccretary noted that the Israeli
response to the first quecstion was self-explanatory; we might wish
to pursuc this point further after formation of the new Israeli
Government following elections. With respect to the response to
the question sbout "introduction” of nuclear weapons, the Under
Secretary said we would want to consider its implications carefully.
The response about deployment of the -Jericho missile was helpful

in providing an understanding of the facts of the situation in

this period of particulsr tension in the area.
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